
The Great Dane Club of the NW 

was put together in May 2012 

by individuals realizing that 

there was a deficient when it 

came to Great Dane clubs this 

side of the Cascades.   

The first meeting was held pot-

luck style at a RV site on the 

grounds at the Spokane Kennel 

Club’s Memorial Day weekend 

show in Spokane, WA.  There 

were 23 interested individuals 

that attended.  During this 

meeting they chose a club 

name, elected officers, and 

discussed the direction they 

wanted the club to go in. 

Once it was decided to create 

the club, the hard work began.  

By-laws, elections, home club 

associations and getting mem-

bers were just some of the 

tasks ahead for the founders.  

Needless to say, through many 

hours of hard work and discus-

sions, the club was born and 

continues to grow. 

This year in May, new board 

members will take their place 

and continue to expand the 

club and its activities.  We 

want to take this time to thank 

the board for their year of ser-

vice.  President—Katie Ed-

wards 

Vice President—Dave Burdge  

Secretary—Sandee Elliot 

Treasurer—Harry Clark 

3 yr Board Member—Nancy 

Nichols 

2 yr Board Member—Jamie 

Harshfield 

1 yr Board Member—Georgia 

Hymmen 

Thank you to this group for all 

their hard work over the past 

year getting this group off the 

ground and keeping all of us 

members, new and old, in-

formed. 

Board of Directors 

Dog d’Alene & AJ’s Tails and Trails 5k walk/run 

The 5th Annual Dog d’Alene will 

be held Saturday, May 18th 

from 10 am—3 pm.  This event 

kicks off with AJ’s Tails and 

Trails 5K dog walk.  The regis-

tration fee is a donation that 

helps with veterinary assistance 

for pets of the elderly on low 

income.  It is a great cause and 

a fun day in the sun. 

Dog d’Alene is always free and 

a great day of fun for both dogs 

and their humans.  “Day of All 

Things Dog” is the label given to 

this years event.  There are 

vendor booths with free treats, 

and contest too.  Come enter 

your Dane in the Best Trick 

Contest or dress them up and 

enter them in the costume con-

test.  Unfortunately, they won’t 

get to participate in the Doxie 

Dash but they can say hello to 

the winner.   

It should be a fun day for all!   
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Calendar of Events: 

 May 18—5th Annual Dog d’Alene 

Coeur d’Alene, ID 

 May 18—AJ’s Tails and Trails 5K 

Coeur d’Alene, ID 

 May 24-26—Spokane Kennel 

Club AKC Dog Show 

 May 24-26—AKC Meet the 

Breeds—Spokane Dog Show 

 May 27&28-Coeur d’Alene Dog 

Fanciers Show—Coeur d’Alene 

 October 5-American Cancer Soci-

ety Bark for Life  Spokane, WA 
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Last year, at a well attended dog show 

circuit, a lady knocked on my mo-

torhome door and asked for help with 

a motorhome full of a dozen purebred 

dogs.  The person knocking was a 

Dane owner—bless her—that spotted a 

need and decided to act on her own to 

help out. 

It seems an age 60’s plus lady in a 

large motorhome was parked near the 

Dane owner.  The Dane person no-

ticed a younger couple drive up, knock 

on the door, then enter—soon after an 

ambulance arrived and the older lady 

was taken away.  From what little in-

formation we could gather—the couple 

that came to visit didn’t know the lady 

well, just heard she would be in town 

and since they all had similar breed 

interests, was invited to the mo-

torhome.  It was a good thing they 

showed up as they found the older 

woman collapsed and unconscious on 

the bathroom floor.  The woman was 

traveling alone.  Who knows how long 

she would have lain there had they not 

arrived? 

After the ambulance left all was quiet 

at the motorhome, but our Dane per-

son did not see anyone enter after 

that.  She waited a while and was 

aware there were dogs still inside the 

rid.  Were they going to be taken care 

of?  Did they have water?  No one 

came.  Lucky for her x-pens had al-

ready been set up outside the mo-

torhome making her self imposed 

responsibility somewhat easier.  Enter-

ing the motorhome she found numer-

ous dogs of a single breed in stacked 

cages acting anxious and immediately 

started taking them out to the x-pens– 

much to the dogs’ relief.  None of the 

cages were labeled in any way.  Not 

knowing dog names or who could be 

with whom, there was a lot of looking 

underneath so as not to put 2 males 

or 2 females together….and a lot of 

observation and hoping that no one 

was in heat.  Water was dispensed, 

and since this is a heavily coated 

breed—she made sure the x-pens were 

shaded.  There was also two puppies 

probably not over 10 weeks old—

happy as they could be—that loved 

every bit of attention they received. 

The older lady’s cell phone was 

found in the motorhome with her 

son’s name and number in it so he 

was notified.  Between the mo-

torhome license plates and her son, 

we realized that this lady was a long 

way from home—she lived many, 

many states away.  Her son got on 

the ball and made arrangements for 

the dogs to go to a boarding kennel. 

Another recent incident was a hor-

rendous accident when a handler’s 

rig was cut off by a semi.  There were 

serious injuries.  One dog got loose 

but was tracked down by volunteers 

afterwards. 

Another incident involved a breeder 

driving a box van driving near a semi 

on a two lane highway.  The semi 

chose that moment to blow a tire and 

a piece of steel belted radial flew up 

under the box van, cut the breeder’s 

fuel line and the van was immediate-

ly on fire.  She quickly pulled over 

and began hauling dogs out of the 

box van.  Lucky for her some semi 

drivers stopped and helped her do 

this.  This breeder carries all her 

dogs in crates (smart woman!) which 

eliminates trying to grab scared dogs 

to clip a leash on them during dire 

circumstances.  That van burned in 

less time than you might think. 

What this teaches us is that anything 

can happen at any time.  With our 

aging population we need to be more 

prepared than ever.  Here are some 

precautions you can do to help both 

your dogs and anyone that has to 

step into the role of “helper” or in 

these cases “godsend.” 

1. Post the names/descriptions of 

the dogs you are traveling with 

inside the door of your trailer/RV 

in a plastic sleeve.  Information 

regarding who is to be kept sep-

arate, feeding schedule, special 

medications—anything needed 

to make a similar situation like 

this easier for a stranger step-

ping in to help.  Have vaccina-

tion information readily availa-

ble for others to find in case 

dogs need to be boarded/cared 

for without questions. 

2. You likely have an ICE (In Case 

of Emergency) number in your 

phone right?  (If not, why not?)  

Add ICE-DOGS with a reachable 

person’s numbers who has 

knowledge of your dogs.  Make 

sure this person has a Power of 

Attorney form for authorization 

of dog/vet care that can be 

faxed.  Many fire/policemen 

now look for ICE numbers to 

help notify family members.  

You can also place it on the 

back of your phone using a 

label printer. 

3. Place an “In Case of Emergen-

cy” card in your wallet—

preferably by your license.  Put 

in front of your license:  “HELP 

MY ANIMALS” with your car/

make/model number/license 

plate number on it so if your 

dogs are in a parking lot—they 

can be found.  This is in case 

you passed out in a mall, res-

taurant or some other similar 

place. 

4. I don’t allow my dogs to romp 

and play with collars on but if 

dogs are traveling with collars, 

have your cell number on tags 

on the collars.  Have recent 

photos of your dogs.  In case of 

a dog loss while traveling, you’ll 

have pictures available for im-

mediate posters, online posting 

etc. 

 

Prepare For That Dog Emergency 
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Article written by 

Katie Edwards. 

 

“I wish to thank attor-

ney Edie Lind for the 

information and 

suggestions for this 

article.  Edie, you are 

one intelligent lady! 



Currently the Great Dane Club 

of the Inland NW has 26 mem-

bers.   

Recently three new names were 

added to this growing list.  Wel-

come new members—Diana 

Plum, Vickie Soper and Angel 

Montgomery.   

We look forward to everyone 

getting involved this upcoming 

year and making this the best 

group of members that any club 

has every had.   

Recently on the website 

www.dogabouttownnw.com 

there was an article written 

about “New Rigs that Exercise 

Your Dog and You—Dog Pow-

ered Scooters.”   

According to the article, “These 

rigs place the dog BEHIND the 

steering wheel, offering preci-

sion steering control of the dog 

and requiring no dog training or 

commands.  The rigging clips 

into the dog’s harness on both 

sides, which allows only forward 

motion—dogs cannot turn and 

pull you over to the side in a 

chase, according to the manu-

facturer.  We’ve been told that 

the dog control is excellent for 

even reactive/aggressive dogs!   

The rider can do any or all of 

the work at anytime, but when 

the dog has the drive to go and 

pull, it becomes a whole new 

“urban mushing” sport.”   

Check them out at 

www.dogpoweredscooter.com 

 

Survivor Dogs, and Diagnostic 

Dogs, who with their owners, 

are joining the American Cancer 

Society as Relay teams.  They 

participate to celebrate cancer 

survivorship, to honor people 

lost to cancer, and to fundraise 

in support of the American Can-

cer Society mission of eliminat-

ing cancer through research, 

education, advocacy and ser-

vice. 

Canine companions demon-

strate unconditional love, joy, 

security, compassion, and no 

The American Cancer Society 

Bark For Life is a fundraising 

event honoring the life-long 

contributions of our Canine 

Caregivers.  It presents an op-

portunity for people to be em-

powered through their canine 

companion partnerships and to 

contribute to cancer cures 

through the mission of the 

American Cancer Society. 

Canine Caregivers are Canine 

Companions, Guide Dogs, Ser-

vice Dogs, Rescue Dogs, Thera-

py Dogs, Police Dogs, Cancer 

judgments of cancer survivors 

abilities or appearances.  The 

American Cancer Society Bark 

For Life is an irresistible way 

to partner with your canine 

best friend, smile, and make 

new friends—canine & human.   

What happens at a Bark For 

Life event?  Families and their 

dogs come together for a few 

hours during the day and com-

plete a one mile walk to honor 

the care giving qualities of 

their canine “Best Friends” 

and cancer survivors.   

Can you see a Dane doing this? 

Bark for Life 
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Member News 

This year, Bark For Life will be 

on October 5, 2013, from 11 

am—2:43 pm. The event will be 

at Eagle Ridge and will be $10 

per family (dogs & humans) or 

$25 for 5k Fun Run (Human, 1 

Dog, T-Shirt + entry to Bark For 

Life) - 100% goes to The Ameri-

can Cancer Society. 

Last year, a number of Danes 

and their humans from the 

Great Dane of the Inland NW 

participated.  A day of fun was 

had by all! 
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Member “Brags” 

Ch. Von Charms Excalibur of Laurado (“Lance”) 

Congratulations! 

Ch. Laurado’s Gale Force Wind (“Gusty”) 

Laurado’s Unchained Melody added 

Champion to her name.  She won 

her 12th point (2nd major) Septem-

ber 2012.  She spent the winter at 

home, came out for one show at 

Moses Lake April 2013 and finished 

with a 4 pt. major. 

Zoey—protector of all her animal 

friends and now sitting on 

command—sort of.   

modernironworks.com 

 

“If you think dogs can’t count, 

try putting three dog biscuits 

in your pocket and then give 

him only two of them” - Phil 

Pastoret 

“Most dog owners are at 

length able to teach them-

selves to obey their dogs.” - 

Robert Morley 

“A dog has lots of friends be-

cause he wags his tail and not 

his tongue.” - Anonymous 

“A dog is man’s best friend, 

and woman’s too.” - Anony-

mous 

2nd Annual K9 9K and DOG Festival—May 18th  

Bozeman and of course, it’s dog friendly!  It’s a 9K run or 9K 

walk or a 1 mile run/walk.  After the event finishes, there is 

a huge DOG festival for the whole community.  Start time 9 

am.  All events finish in Bogert Park where there will be a 

HUGE dog festival with demonstrations, pet businesses 

(bring your wallets for sure!), food vendors and fun!  Pro-

ceeds from this great event benefit National Canine Cancer 

Foundation, local Montana animal shelters, and K9 Care 

Montana.  www.racemontana.com to register. 

 Run Montana 
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I took the liberty of choosing some photos from the club’s Facebook Page.  I thought it might be fun to share some photos that we have 

taken of our Dane family members. 

Meet The Breeds 

The Spokane Kennel Club is 

hosting a “Meet the Breeds” this 

year along with their annual 

shows on May 25th & 26th in 

Spokane, WA.  The event will be 

held from 10 am to 4 pm.  The 

GDCINW has been invited to 

have our own great Dane booth 

at this year’s event.  I am very 

excited for this event because I 

believe that outreach and edu-

cation is the most important 

thing that our club can do for 

the community and our breed.  I 

hope that you will all have the 

chance to join us and spend 

some time in the booth. 

For those of you who have not 

participated in an event like this 

before, the main goal of the 

“Meet the Breeds” event is 

education.  We do this by hav-

ing well-mannered dogs that the 

public can interact with and ask 

questions about.  We will have 

several brochures and other 

educational materials for visi-

tors to take home with them 

that has our contact infor-

mation on it.  I will have a list of 

commonly asked questions 

available to you prior to that 

weekend as well as a couple of 

copies in the booth so that we 

can all be prepared for the on-

slaught of Dane related ques-

tions! 

Signup sheets for booth times 

will be sent out as soon as we 

have ring times posed.  If you 

are interested in participating in 

the booth please contact me as 

GPGDRescue@aol.com, and I 

will make sure that you get 

scheduled for a time that works 

for you.  The time slots will be 

for 2 hour increments with 2 

dogs in the booth at a time so 

they can trade off when one 

needs a break.  I will have an x-

pen set up inside the booth for 

naps, along with water and drool 

rags.  I would like to have one 

dog-less person in the booth to 

run the raffle and give out pam-

phlets as needed. 

We will be holding two raffles, 

one Saturday and one Sunday, 

provided we have enough items.  

If you have anything you would 

like to donate to the raffle, 

please bring it with you.   

Since this is being held on Me-

morial Day Weekend, we will be 

decorating the booth in Red, 

White, and Blue, with a western 

theme.  Karen has several west-

ern shirts and some cowboy 

hats if you would like to dress 

up.  I am hoping that I can find 

some bandanas for the dogs to 

wear as well. 

We will be setting up the booth 

on Friday, and tearing down on 

Sunday.  If you are available to 

help either day, it would be 

much appreciated! 

—Sandee Elliot 



lot of time, paperwork and scru-

tiny to be all for naught.  Within 

this year we have met the basic 

criteria—and then some—that 

they are looking for.  As in all 

clubs, some people seem to 

end up with a great share of the 

work.  This year, due to Sandee 

Elliott’s time and efforts, we 

have participated in Meet the 

Breed events with the two local 

all breed clubs and the Ameri-

can Cancer Society’s “Bark for 

Life.”  Karen Whiteman (a bar-

gain finder extraordinaire) and 

Christine Elliott (who makes up 

great baskets) have allowed us 

to contribute to our Parent Club 

National and other Dane Spe-

cialty shows.  More of these 

baskets are being made up to 

raffle off for our own funds.  A 

great deal of research goes into 

affiliation with the Parent Club.  

Thanks to Karen W for time 

As the Great Dane Club of the 

Inland Northwest’s first year in 

existence comes to a close this 

month, I wish to commend you 

all for your efforts.  It has gone 

from a mere topic of conversa-

tion to reality in a short period 

of time.  I have been involved in 

the start up of two other clubs 

and I can tell you that this one 

has made good progress.  We 

have the luxury of having a nice 

mixture of pet and show people, 

breeders, and people who can 

train and advise.  If you think 

starting a club is hard, try doing 

it in the largest state with the 

lowest population with some of 

the most evil weather in the 

world.  We are blessed in many 

ways. 

The Parent Club and the AKC 

make startup clubs jump 

through a lot of hoops—and 

justifiably so.  They don’t want a 

spent on the phone getting 

details regarding affiliate appli-

cation submittals and to Harry 

Clark for getting our non-profit 

status and those all important 

tax details.  Diana Plum has 

made our newsletter a reality.  

Jamie Harshfield has kept the 

Parent Club appraised of our 

efforts and we have been favor-

ably noticed by them.  Others 

are working on other aspects of 

the club ranging from perfecting 

a logo to research on legal is-

sues. 

Always keep in mind the goal of 

the club—it’s all about educa-

tion.  Not education just within 

the club but maintaining an 

entity Dane owners can come to 

for information about this 

unique breed—something that 

was sadly lacking in this part of 

the U.S.  Without education 

Spring & Summer Fun 

Yes, Spring is finally upon us 

and Summer is rapidly ap-

proaching.  Here are some fun 

things for you and your dog to 

do around the great Northwest. 

North Idaho—Dog Friendly Hik-

ing Trails: 

Cougar Bay Preserve—CDA It is 

for foot traffic only and your dog 

can be off leash.  Cougar Bay 

includes 5+ miles of interpre-

tive hiking trails, and infor-

mation kiosk. 

Q’emilin Park—Post Falls  It is a 

78.5 acre city park located on 

the south bank of the Spokane 

River.  Dogs are allowed on the 

hiking trails on the adjoining 

forty acres some of which wind 

through the Spokane River 

gorge.  Other dog friendly hikes 

and additional dog friendly in-

formation can be found on 

www.dogabouttownnw.com. 

Eastern Washington—Dog 

Friendly Hiking Trails: 

Kamiak Butte Trail—Colfax  This 

is a delightful 3.5 mile loop 

which will take you to the top 

and along the crest of the butte.  

It is best explored from April to 

November and will take you 

approx. 2 hours. 

 Day Mountain Loop Trail—

Mount Spokane State Park 

There’s plenty of room for hik-

ers and their dogs in this 13, 

800 acre park.  The trip to Day 

Mountain, a shoulder of Mount 

Spokane, makes for an excel-

lent hike.  It is best explored 

between June and October and 

take about 3 hours to do the 

full 6 total mile loop. 

Western Montana—Dog Friendly 

Hiking Trails: 

Cabin Lake Trail—Thompson 

Falls  This trail is a 5 mile hike 

in Lolo National Forest that will 

take about 3 hours to complete.  

Your dog and you will delight in 

the fairly desolate trail that 

leads to summits, meadows 

and lakes. 

Little Spar Lake Trail—Troy  This 

trail is a 8 mile hike in the Koo-

tenai National Forest that will 

take about 6 hours to complete.  

This trail will bring you by cliffs 

and through meadows before 

ending at the lake. 

Two VERY important things—

always carry extra water for your 

Dane when hiking and make 

sure to have their leash handy. 

 

 

 
Notice from the President 

about good breeding practices, 

Great Danes will fail as a breed in 

both health and appearance.  

Over the years I’ve watched clubs 

rise, fall into turmoil, and regroup 

to push forward—and all for the 

same reason—because people 

forget that it’s not about egos, 

cliques, or winning—it’s about the 

welfare of the dogs. 

I look forward to another year of 

fun and camaraderie with a great 

group of Dane folks. 

- Katie Edwards 


